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Have you ever felt like you have enough to do, 
and then you have to do Lexia, too? Why are teach-
ers making students complete Lexia?  

The teachers of Florence One Schools   
(F1S)  think that Lexia is a good way to have fun and 
learn at the same time. According to Paula Hoose, 
the reading coach at Moore Intermediate 
School,  Lexia encourages students to read more 
and improves vocabulary and fluency. 

The program is formally known as Lexia Core5 
Reading, and it was designed to provide differenti-
ated reading instruction for students in preschool 
through fifth grade. According to lexialearning.com, 
the program helps advanced learners and learners 
who struggle. The program allows students to learn 
in a game-like environment, and it monitors stu-
dents’ progress without a test. In addition, it is 
accessible on most digital devices.  

Why didn´t sixth graders start Lexia before 
sixth grade? Hoose said, “Lexia was piloted by a 
school for one year, and it turned out to be a suc-
cess.” Then, it became districtwide in F1S at the 
beginning of the  2019-2020 year.  

Is F1S planning on having Lexia for seventh 
graders? According to Hoose, Power Up, a program 
much like Lexia,  is made for higher grade levels 
(grades 6-12). When the school district approved 
Lexia,  they learned that Power Up was created to 
help students in the upper grades who are still 
struggling or nearly-proficient. It addresses gaps in 
literacy skills and helps with comprehension, which 
means that students should be ready for something 
very similar to Lexia in the upper grades. 
 

Students Continue Learning But Miss School 
REACH Survey Results 
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 Students from Florence One Schools (F1S) left their campuses on March 13 like any normal Friday. 

However, due to the coronavirus, South Carolina schools were ordered to close beginning March 16. That 

did not stop F1S students and teachers from reporting to school on the following Monday; they just did it 

digitally! eLearning began that day and has continued daily for F1S. Because of the 1:1 initiative adopted by 

the district this school year, all students have devices to complete their assignments. Check out the data 

below from a recent survey to see how REACH students feel about eLearning. 

79% would rather be 

back at school. (They 

miss their friends and 

teachers.) 

88.8% think that Google 

Meet and Zoom are 

helpful learning tools. 

79% think the workload is 

perfect; 19% think there is  

too much work;   2% think 

they need more work. 



Many schools have banned smartwatches, saying that they 

distract students and that they allow students to cheat. Howev-

er, are these allegations true, or were smartwatches banned 

because of the lack of understanding them? 

Many of the teachers in my school agree that if phones are 

banned, then smartwatches should also not be allowed. At first, 

my school reported that smartwatches were banned because 

kids were cheating on tests. A principal source (that I will not rat 

out) told me, “As much as I would like to say it, kids were not 

cheating on tests. The students were just texting on Apple 

watches.” There you have it: students were not cheating on 

tests; they were just texting in class! 

With all due respect, many teachers do not understand the 

watches’ capabilities. This is understandable since there are sev-

eral different smartwatches in the world. Some watches do in-

clude texting and receiving calls. However, the only way those 

two things can happen is if the owner’s phone is powered on, 

and Bluetooth is connected. Even if students could cheat on 

tests with smart watches, 

it is very unlikely.  
Can smartwatch owners 

really go on Safari and 

type something easily? 

No! It is not worth the 

time. I do not own an 

Apple watch, but I have 

heard from Apple watch 

owners that you cannot 

go on the internet using 

the watch alone. Accord-

ing to Apple’s website, the 

watch does not have a 

Safari or browser app. 

Links can be sent to the 

watch and opened, but 

that is really the easiest 

way to access the web.  

 Ellis, a REACH student, 

gave me his personal opin-

ion about the smartwatch ban. He said, “Watches should be 

allowed at school because if there is an emergency, the child can 

text his parents.” For clarity, when texting on a watch, you can 

only text a few words, so it is very unlikely and very difficult to 

cheat on tests with a smartwatch. Besides, not all smartwatches 

are the same. Apple watches have more features than a less 

expensive smartwatch. Some smartwatches only tell the owner 

about a received text, call, email, or calendar notifications. How-

ever, the phone has to be on and Bluetooth has to be connect-

ed. 

Smartwatches also help with health because they monitor 

heart rate. (It lays on the owner’s pulse.) If someone has a fast 

heart rate, and he has not been running or exercising hard, it 

could mean a lot of things. It could mean the person is stressed 

or having a panic attack. It could also mean there is a serious 

problem. It is good to have a smartwatch that can check it and 

try to help the owner calm down! Some smartwatches actually 

have a relax button that the user can click, and it gives a proce-

dure that walks through steps to relieve stress.   

Smartwatches also track a person’s blood pressure! They 
can even tell how many calories a user burns. People who are 

dieting  like to know how many steps or calories they have 

burned. Smartwatches should not be forbidden at school when 

they can be used for health.  

Half of the teachers in my pride (team)  and lots of others 

think that smartwatches are a distraction. Kids go to school 

hoping that they can learn and have some fun. Phones and 

watches are not the problem. I understand what the teachers 

mean when they claim that smartwatches can be distractions, 

but this is because kids get bored easily. Students sit down all 

day and do nothing but learn material (often things they  already 

learned over the years) for hours. Then, they end up getting a 10 

minute recess. This is the only reason that watches are 

“distracting”. If students had a little more free time, they could 

focus more on learning. 

Now teachers and students, do you really think smart 

watches should be banned? 
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Q: Why didn’t the toilet paper cross the road? 

A: It got stuck in the crack.  

 

Q: A photon checked into a hotel. He was asked if he needed any help with his  

      luggage. What did he say? 

A.: No. I’m traveling light. 

 

Q: Why was the mushroom always invited to parties? 

A: He was a fungi. 

 

Q: Why did the germ cross the microscope? 

A: To get to the other slide. 

 

Special thanks to fifth grade REACH student Ethan and his little sister Morgan. For the last few  

weeks, they have shared daily jokes on their mother’s Facebook page. 

Smartwatches Should Not Be Banned at School 
by Lily  
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 The Original Renegade Creator: Jalaiah Harmon 
by Zihonna 
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 Fourteen year old Jalaiah Harmon 

choreographed the Renegade, currently 

one of the most popular viral dances. Yet, 

no one gave her credit at first.  

 According to the New York Times, 

“There’s basically nothing bigger right 

now.” Teenagers are all over social media 

doing this dance. Famous people like 

Lizzo, Kourtney Kardashian, David Do-

brik and members of the K-pop band 

Stray Kids have all performed it. In fact, 

Charli D'Amelio, a huge TikTok star, is 

known as the CEO of the Renegade be-

cause the dance gained a lot of popularity 

after she performed it. 

  However, Jalaiah Harmon, a teenag-

er from Atlanta, actually created the Ren-

egade. She is a dance student who takes 

ballet, lyrical, hip-hop, jazz, tap, and tum-

bling classes, and she hopes to become a 
professional choreographer one day. On 

September 25, 2019, Jalaiah created a 

dance from the hit song Lottery, written 

by K-Camp. The dance has a mixture 

of  other viral dance moves like the 

woah, clap, wave, and figure 8. At first, 

she uploaded the dance on the app Funi-

mate. Later, she asked a friend to post 

the dance with her, and they put it on 

Instagram. In October, someone discov-

ered her dance and switched up the end-

ing a little and posted on TikTok. This is 

where Charli D’Amelio discovered it and 

posted a video of herself performing it, 

and the dance’s popularity exploded. 

However, Jalaiah Harmon received no 

credit for the dance whatsoever on Tik-

Tok.  

 In an interview with New York Times, 

Jalaiah stated, “I was happy when I saw 

my dance all over, but I wanted credit for 

it.” She tried very hard to  spread the 

word that it was her dance. She com-

mented on famous influencer TikToks 

and asked for credit, but for the most 

part, she was ignored. She even created a 

TikTok account of her own and posted a 

video of herself in front of her computer 

asking “Who created the Renegade 

dance?” 

 Thankfully, Jalaiah is finally receiving 

the credit that she deserves for the Rene-

gade. CNN reports that on February 16, 

2020, Jalaiah Harmon, Charli D'Amelio 

and Addison Easterling met up to post 

the Renegade dance on  D'Amelio's Tik-

Tok account. That same day, Jalaiah also 

performed her dance at Chicago's United 

Center during the NBA All-Star game. 
Jalaiah’s TikTok account has now re-

ceived more likes and followers than ever 

since she was given the credit she de-

served. She has even created a second 

part to the Renegade dance.  

Curry Worked Hard to Make NBA 

by Taylor 

Image: www.pexels.com 

Many fans know Steph Curry as one of the greatest shoot-

ers in the National Basketball Association (NBA). However, he 

had many struggles before he became the successful player that 

he is today. 

Steph has one brother, Seth Curry, who now plays for the 

Dallas Mavericks. His mother Sonya Curry was a state champion 

volleyball player in high school and played college volleyball, and 

his father Dell Curry was an NBA star who played 16 years in 

the NBA. Steph and his brother Seth grew up watching a lot of 

their father’s games; sometimes they were even able to warm-

up with the team. 

According to the book, “Rising Above” Steph lived in 

North Carolina, an ideal place to showcase his talent to the top 

College Basketball programs. However, none of the top NCAA 

schools were interested in Steph because they said he was too 

small to play Division 1 basketball. It did not seem that he would 

make it to the NBA. Thanks to his father’s help, he reinvented 

his shot after his sophomore year. In his junior year, Steph aver-

aged 20 points a game, and he hit a late growth spurt. By the 

time he was a senior, he was 6 feet tall and weighed 160 pounds. 
He also led his team to three playoff appearances, and he was 

named an all-state and all-conference player his senior year. 

Still, none of the big National Collegiate Athletic Associa-

tion (NCAA) programs had any interest in Steph. However, one 

college was willing to give him a chance. That was Davidson and 

their coach Bob McKillop. Even though the school was tiny and 

had not won an NCAA tournament since 1969, Steph agreed to 

play there. In his very first game, Steph got to start as shooting 

guard against East Michigan, the team favored to win.  Steph’s 

team fell behind early and by halftime, Steph had nine turnovers. 

However, McKillop decided to leave Steph in the game. Smart 

move because, almost immediately, Steph and his team began to 

rally. Steph called for the ball, camping out at the three-point 

line; he began to knock down three  pointers, and his team won. 

The next night, against the University of Michigan, an even 

tougher team, Steph scored 32 points, dished out four assists, 

and even got nine rebounds. 

Steph finished his freshman year as the leading scorer in the 

Southern Conference, averaging 21.5 points per game. He was 

second in the nation among scor-

ing. Also, Steph kept growing. By 

the time he was a sophomore in 

college, he was 6 feet 3 inches, and 

he continued to perfect his shot. 

Steph was evolving from a good 

player to a great one. After leading 

the nation with an average of 29 

points in his junior year, Steph 

declared himself eligible for the 
NBA draft where he was picked by 

the Warriors. 

Steph is an amazing player 

who is loved and known by many 

fans. He has gone through a lot of 

struggles to get where he is at to-

day, and it appears that no one 

deserves it more. 
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        Science 
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        Math 
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  Math 
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        Math  
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Mrs. Smith Welcomes Baby Boy 
by Jaila A 
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Just before Christmas, REACH teacher 

Brittany Smith confirmed what many students 

were suspecting:  she is going to have a baby! 

Mrs. Smith is having a baby boy, and his name 

is going to be Owen Edward Smith. According 

to Mrs. Smith, “Edward is a family name, and 

my husband and I  just like the name Owen.” 

Owen's middle name came from his grandfa-

ther, and it is also his dad Brian’s middle 

name.  

This is going to be Mrs. Smith's first child 

other than her fur babies (a dog and three 

cats).  Mrs. Smith said that she has not been 

sick or had any difficulties. Mrs. Smith has 

wanted to be a mom for a long time because 

she loves kids. She said, “I think I am most 

looking forward to seeing what kind of person 

Owen becomes. I am excited to see how his 

personality develops and what his likes and 

dislikes will be.”  She also wants to see Ow-
en’s gifts and talents and plans to make won-

derful memories with him. 

Fortunately, Mrs. Smith has room in her 

home for the nursery and did not have to 

move for more space. She is using a guest 

room in her house as a nursery, and she went 

for a soothing green theme. The nursery walls 

are green, and she has lots of green decora-

tions.  

Baby Owen is due on May 25, so Mrs. 

Smith will be on maternity leave for the begin-

ning of session one next year. However, she 

will be back in the middle or end of the ses-

sion.  She said that in the future she might 

want more kids, but for right now, she wants 

to enjoy her son. Her husband is very happy 

about baby Owen, too. She said, “Mr. Brian is 

really excited but a little nervous, too - just 

like any new dad.”   

 

Mrs. Smith and her husband 

anxiously await the arrival of 

their first baby in May.  
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